Familial fragile 8q22 involved as a cancer breakpoint in cells of a large bowel tumor.
A familial fragile 8q22 and an interferon-induced fragile 16q22 were found in two sisters. Eight years previously, both sisters developed an endometrial adenocarcinoma and now one of them presented with an adenocarcinoma of the colon. An 8q22 deletion was found in all the cells of the colonic tumor and seemed to be the primary initiating change. Other nonrandom and possibly promoting aberrations were also present, among others, a 16q22 deletion. The possibility exists that a familial fragile 8q22 may predispose to cancer and a fragile 16q22 may have promoting capacities.